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International News

_ European conference celebrates Jewish-Muslim dialogue initiatives
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While relations between Jewish
and Muslim communities have
been greatly affected by the volatile
political situation of recent years,
there are many successful Jewish-
Muslim dialogue initiatives taking
place in local communities.

An upcoming three-day conference
will celebrate these initiatives and
provide an opportunity to share
experiences and good practice for
Jewish and Muslim participants
from five European countries.

Organised by  Brussels-based
Jewish anti-racism organisation
CEJI with guidance from a Jewish-
Muslim  Steering  Group, the
European Conference on Jewish-
Muslim Dialogue welcomes fifty Jews and Muslims from Belgium, the
Netherlands, Denmark, the UK and France who are involved in or interested
in dialogue at a community level.

The conference, which will take place in Brussels from 15 — 17 April, aims to
promote dialogue, co-operation and partnership between Jewish and Muslim
communities in Europe.

During the event there will be an exchange of experiences and best practice
with a view to stimulating, strengthening and encouraging new actions at a
local level and facilitating understanding of Jewish and Muslim values.

The conference also hopes to raise public awareness of these initiatives.

Imam Dr Abduljalil Sajid, Chairman of the Muslim Council for Religious and
Racial Harmony UK and the National Association of British Pakistanis and
Conference Steering Group member, said the conference had come at a
crucial time in Jewish-Muslim relations.

"In bringing together people working to increase religious harmony and
tolerance within their own communities, it provides a much-needed focus on
their achievements and is an important step towards tackling animosity and
misunderstanding between Jews and Muslims," he said.

As CEJI Director Robin Sclafani explains, Jewish-Muslim dialogue initiatives
are valuable not only for creating respect and understanding between
communities but also as "a source of inspiration for intercultural relations as
a whole and a demonstration of solidarity in the fight against all forms of
racism".

The conference will see the release of ‘mapping reports’ compiling
information on partnerships, initiatives and best practice in the field of
Jewish-Muslim dialogue in Belgium, the Netherlands, Denmark, the UK and
France.

It will also include a panel discussion on ‘Maximising the Potential of Jewish-
Muslim dialogue’ and a number of workshops for participants. Topics will
include the influence of the Middle East conflict and the peace movement on
Jewish-Muslim dialogue, the role of the media, the contribution of national
religious leadership, women’s role in dialogue and the promotion of dialogue
in education.

Participants will also have the opportunity to take part in ‘Dialogue in the
Dark’, an interactive exhibition in which small groups explore a range of
activities in the dark, led by blind guides.

Speakers will include Rabbi Michel Serfaty (Founder & President of Amitié
Judéo-Musulmane de France), Dutch Member of Parliament Samira
Bouchibti, European Commission Culture, Communication & Multilingualism
Director Vladimir Sucha, De Standaard diplomatic editor Baroness Mia
Doornaert, Dr Richard Stone (Founder & President of Alif-Aleph UK), Rabbi
Professor Jonathan Magonet (former Principal of Leo Baeck College
London), Halima Krausen (Founder & Director of the Initiative for Islamic
Studies, Hamburg) and Ronny Naftaniel (Director of the Centre for
Information and Documentation on Israel and CEJI Executive Vice-
Chairman).
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