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Jewish and Muslim Organisations Unite to Create
European Platform for Co-operation

Brussels, 23 April 2007 — What is the role of the Middle East conflict in Jewish-Muslim
dialogue? Is the media a positive force for change in inter-religious relations? How can local
communities be successfully engaged in dialogue? These were a humber of the questions
tackled by representatives of Jewish and Muslim organisations at a Conference on Jewish-

Muslim Dialogue held in Brussels earlier this week.

Addressed by speakers including Imam Dr Abduljalil Sajid (Chairman of the Muslim Council for
Religious and Racial Harmony UK), Rabbi Michel Serfaty (Founder & President of Amitié Judéo-
Musulmane de France) and European Commission Culture Director Vladimir Sucha, participants were
reminded of their shared religious and cultural heritage and were encouraged to join forces rather than

working against each other.

A key outcome of the Conference was the establishment of a European Platform for Jewish-Muslim
Co-operation to both encourage and to raise the profile of local, national and Europe-wide dialogue
and co-operation initiatives. In providing a forum for the sharing of experiences, ideas and good
practices, the Conference also witnessed the initiation of new partnerships between organisations and
the development of project ideas in the arts, media coverage of Jewish and Muslim issues, religious
diversity training, grassroots involvement, academic co-operation and joint lobbying efforts. Awards for

best practice in Jewish-Muslim co-operative initiatives were also proposed.

The Conference also saw the release of ‘mapping reports’ compiling information on partnerships,
initiatives and best practice in the field of Jewish-Muslim dialogue in Belgium, the Netherlands,
Denmark, the UK and France. Presented by Dr Richard Stone, Founding Director of Alif-Alef UK, the
reports show that although there are real challenges facing dialogue initiatives — including not only the
Middle East conflict and gender issues but also structural differences between communities and the
need for time and effort to sustain dialogue — there is nevertheless a great deal of positive contact

between Jewish and Muslim communities in the countries studied, and this is growing.

Organised by Brussels-based Jewish anti-racism organisation CEJI with guidance from a Jewish -
Muslim Steering Group, the European Conference on Jewish-Muslim Dialogue was conceived with a

view to promoting dialogue, exchange of best practice, co-operation and partnership between Jewish
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and Muslim communities in Europe. It welcomed seventy Jews and Muslims from Belgium, the

Netherlands, Denmark, the UK and France who are involved in or interested in dialogue at a
community level. Organisations represented included the European Muslim Network, the International

Council of Jewish Women (ICJW) and Islamic Relief.

Imam Dr Abduljalil Sajid, Chairman of the Muslim Council for Religious and Racial Harmony UK and
the National Association of British Pakistanis and Conference Steering Group member stated of the
initiative: ‘The European Conference comes at a crucial time in Jewish-Muslim relations. In bringing
together people working to increase religious harmony and tolerance within their own communities, it
provides a much-needed focus on their achievements and is an important step towards tackling

animosity and misunderstanding between Jews and Muslims.’

As CEJI Director Robin Sclafani explained, Jewish-Muslim dialogue initiatives are valuable not only for
creating respect and understanding between communities but also as ‘a source of inspiration for
intercultural relations as a whole and a demonstration of solidarity in the fight against all forms of

racism’.

Participant Shereen Williams of Radio Salaam Shalom, the UK’s first Muslim and Jewish radio station,
added: ‘There is an increasing understanding that Jews and Muslims in the UK and worldwide have a
common history that dates back thousands of years. Now, more than ever, it is time to draw on and

learn from our positive cultural experiences.’
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For additional information or to arrange an interview please contact:

Katy Nicholson, Communications Officer, CEJI — A Jewish Contribution to an Inclusive Europe
communication@ceji.org | www.ceji.org | Tel: +32 (0)2 344 34 44 | Fax: +32 (0)2 344 67 35
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NOTES FOR EDITORS

e Photographs, copies of speeches, speaker biographies and the mapping reports are available
on request. A number of speakers may also be prepared to take part in telephone interviews.

Contact Katy Nicholson at communication@ceji.org for further details.

e The European Conference on Jewish-Muslim Dialogue took place at the County House Hotel,
Brussels from Sunday 15 — Tuesday 17 April, 2007.

e Participants also took part in ‘Dialogue in the Dark’, an interactive and dynamic exhibition
involving a visit to a specially-constructed darkened room. Led by blind guides, small groups

explore a range of activities in the dark. More information: www.dialog-im-dunkeln.de

e Launched in late 2005, CEJI's Jewish-Muslim Dialogue initiative is supported by the Ford

Foundation and the European Commission. Further information: www.ceji.org/dialogue.

Participants’ comments:

‘The exchange of views [between participants] was sometimes difficult but it is crucial to move
forward. A truly human experience — very enriching.’

‘It was a great privilege to be invited to this conference and | feel energized to return to my group and
my community.’

‘| have learnt that it is possible [for members of our two communities] to talk to each other and to move

forwards together.’

Speakers included:

Imam Dr Abduljalil Sajid (Chair, Muslim Council for Religious and Racial Harmony UK), Rabbi
Michel Serfaty (Founder & President of Amitié Judéo-Musulmane de France), Samira Bouchibti
(Member of the Dutch Parliament), European Commission Culture, Communication & Multilingualism
Director Vladimir Sucha, De Standaard diplomatic editor Mia Doornaert, European Network Against
Racism (ENAR) Chair Bashy Quraishy, Dr Richard Stone (Founder & President of Alif-Aleph UK),
Rabbi Professor Jonathan Magonet (Emeritus Professor of Bible, Leo Baeck College London),
Halima Krausen (Founder & Director of the Initiative for Islamic Studies, Hamburg), Ronny Naftaniel
(Director of the Centre for Information and Documentation on Israel (CIDI) and CEJI Executive Vice-

Chairman), Kenza Braiga and Olivia Cattan, authors of Deux femmes en colere

About CEJI:

CEJI - A Jewish Contribution to an Inclusive Europe stands with individuals and organisations of
all religions, cultures and backgrounds to promote a diverse and inclusive Europe. CEJI works to
combat prejudice and discrimination and to promote social cohesion through training and education,

dialogue initiatives and advocacy at a European level.



